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Working language: English

	Monday, June 09, 2008 


	
	Arrival of participants

	20:00
	Opening of the Summer Seminar

	
	Welcoming Address:

Dr. Ivanka Petkova
Chairperson, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia
Todor Churov
Deputy Foreign Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria, Sofia
Plamena Spassova
Director “Summer Seminars”, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia

The Slovenian EU Presidency – Main Achievements and Results

Milan Predan
Minister Plenipotentiary, Office of the Slovenian EU Presidency in the Republic of Bulgaria, Sofia
Priorities of the EU Presidency of France 
Benedicte Contamin
Counsellor for Regional Cooperation,  Embassy of the Republic of France to Bulgaria, Sofia


	21:00 
	Welcoming Dinner 

	Tuesday, June 10, 2008 


	Morning Session



	
	PANEL: The Process of EU Integration – the Pre-accession Experience of Bulgaria and Romania
Chair: Desislava Petrova
Deputy Director “Summer Seminars”, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia 


	09:00 – 09:30
	The Bulgarian Experience
Uliana Bogdanska
Deputy EU Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria, Sofia



	09:30 – 10:00
	Romania's Accession Negotiations with the EU – Biggest Challenges from a Negotiator Perspective 

Daniela Oprisan
Director, Direction for Parliamentary Relations and Communication with the Member States, Department for European Affairs, Government of Romania, Bucharest 


	10:00 – 10:30
	Questions and Answers



	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee break



	
	PANEL: The Process of EU Integration – Challenges to the Candidate Countries
Chair: Plamena Spassova

Director “Summer Seminars”, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia



	11:00 – 11:30
	Macedonia as Candidate Country - Experience and Main Challenges

Dragan Tilev
Senior Expert on EU Affairs (Project Team Leader), WYG International, Skopje


	11:30 – 12:00


	Turkey’s "Technical" Agenda in the EU Accession Process: Achievements and Challenges
Erhun Baş

Secretariat-General for European Union Affairs, Ankara 



	12:00 – 12:30
	Croatian Experience in Managing EU Pre-accession Programs and in the Accreditation Process for New Program - IPA

Ines Gruica 

Central Finance and Contracting Agency, Ministry of Finance, Zagreb


	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch



	Afternoon Session



	
	PANEL: The Process of EU Integration – the Potential Candidate Countries  
Chair: Yasen Georgiev
Director “International Projects and Programmes”, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia


	13:30 – 14:00
	Honorary Speech:

The Experience of Albania

H.E. Bujar Skëndo
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Albania to Bulgaria, Sofia


	14:00 – 14:30
	What the SAA Brings to Bosnia and Herzegovina

Amela Alihodzic
Assistant Director, Legal Harmonization Division, Directorate for European Integrations, Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sarajevo


	14:30 – 14:45
	Questions and Answers

	14:45 – 15:00
	Coffee break



	15:00 – 15:30
	The Case of Serbia - New Administrative Structures and Plans for the Future

Vladimir Ateljevic 

Advisor, European Union Integration Office, Government of Serbia, Belgrade



	15:30 – 16:00
	Montenegro: the Year of Application?

Aleksandar Pejovic

Director, Directorate for EU, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Montenegro


	16:00 – 17:30
	Parallel Discussions in Working Groups:
WORKING GROUP I: Widening the European Union – Challenges towards the Candidate and Potential Candidate Countries 
Chair: Prof. András Inotai

Director General, Institute for World Economics, Budapest; President, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia

WORKING GROUP II: Deepening the European Union – the Role of the New Member States 
Chair: H.E. Manfred Scheich

Former Ambassador of Austria to the EC, Vienna


	
	Plenary Session with presentation of the WG reports. Discussion



	20:00
	Dinner 



	Wednesday, June 11, 2008 


	Morning Session



	09:00 – 09:30


	Morning Speech:

Chair: Yasen Georgiev, Director “International Projects and Programmes”, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia
How the UNDP Contributed to the Bulgarian Accession to the European Union 
Henry Jackelen 
Resident Representative, UNDP (Bulgaria), Sofia


	09:30 – 09:45
	Discussion & Short break


	
	Panel: The Enlarged European Union – Economic Expectations and Tasks 
Chair: Dr. Ivanka Petkova
Chairperson, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia


	09:45- 10:15
	Honorary Speech:

Austrian-Bulgarian Economic Relations
H.E. Klaus Fabjan

Ambassador of the Republic of Austria to Bulgaria, Sofia



	10:15 – 10:45
	European and National Competition Policies

András G. Inotai 

Strategy and Delivery Unit, DG Competition, European Commission, Brussels


	10:45 – 11:15
	Coffee break



	11:15 – 11:45
	Reporting on Corporate Governance and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in CEE and SEE

Geoffrey Mazullo
Director, Partners for Financial Stability (PFS) Program, East-West Management Institute, Warsaw


	11:45 – 12:00
	Discussion



	12:00 – 13:00
	Lunch



	
	PANEL: Challenges in the EU Integration Process: Financial Aspects
Chair: Kalin Marinov
Director “Economic Projects and Programmes”, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia


	13:00 – 13:30
	EU Integration – Strategic Challenges and World Bank Support

Anna Georgieva

Senior Operations Officer, ECA - ECSSD, World Bank Sofia Office, Sofia



	13:30 – 14:00


	Protection of Financial Services Consumers
Prof. Dr. Mileti Mladenov
Chairman, Securities Investors Compensation Fund, Sofia



	14:00 – 14:30


	Empowering Consumers in SEE - the Experience of FinZoom Financial Guide Network in Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey

Deyan Vassilev   

President, FinZoom Financial Guide Network, Sofia-Bucharest-Istanbul



	14:30 – 15:00
	Coffee break



	Afternoon Session



	15:00 – 16:30
	Parallel Discussions in Working Groups:
WORKING GROUP I: Financial and Extra-Financial Reporting in the European Union
Chair: Geoffrey Mazullo
Director, Partners for Financial Stability (PFS) Program, East-West Management Institute, Warsaw
WORKING GROUP II: The Enlarged European Union – the Situation in the Financial Sector
Chair: Prof. Dr. Mileti Mladenov

Chairman, Securities Investors Compensation Fund, Sofia



	19:30
	Dinner Speech: 

Chair: Dr. Ivanka Petkova
Chairperson, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia

Europe and Its South-East Challenges and Necessities

Former Vice-Chancellor Dr. Erhard Busek
President, Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe, Vienna; Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, Brussles 

	20:30
	Dinner 



	Thursday, June 12, 2008 


	Morning Speech:



	09:00 – 09:30
	Morning Speech: 

Chair: Plamena Spassova
Director “Summer Seminars”, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia

Concepts and Projects of the Hanns Seidel Foundation in South Eastern Europe 

Dr. Klaus Fiesinger

Head of Department, Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe, Hanns Seidel Foundation, Munich 



	
	PANEL: The Western Balkans – Different Aspects of European Integration 
Chair: Plamena Spassova

Director “Summer Seminars”, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia


	09:30 – 10:00
	Candidates and Potential Candidates for EU-accession - State of Play of Preparations
Franz Cermak

DG Enlargement, European Commission, Brussels


	10:00 – 10:30
	The Western Balkans Towards the Euro
Dr. Ivanka Petkova

Chairperson, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia



	10:30 – 10:45
	Discussion



	10:45 – 10:11
	Coffee break



	
	PANEL: Good Governance Policies in South Eastern Europe
Chair: Kalin Marinov
Director “Economic Projects and Programmes”, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia


	11:00 – 11:30 
	Transparent Government in SEE – Reducing Corruption Risks and Practices in Managing EU Funds

Dimitar Markov

Project Coordinator, Law Program, Center for the Study of Democracy, Sofia



	11:30 – 12:00  
	Decentralization in SEE – Europe of Regions 

Pavel Ivanov

Senior Expert, “Strategic Planning and Governance” Directorate, Council of Ministers, Sofia


	12:00 – 12:15
	Discussion


	12:15 – 13:15
	Lunch


	
	PANEL: The External Relations of the European Union
Chair: Yasen Georgiev
Director “International Projects and Programmes”, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia 


	13:15 – 13:45
	Honorary Speech:

The External Relations of the EU with Switzerland

H.E. Thomas Feller

Ambassador of the Swiss Confederation to Bulgaria, Sofia



	13:45 – 14:15
	The External Relations of the EU with China

Prof. András Inotai

Director General, Institute for World Economics, Budapest; President, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia



	14:15 – 14:45
	The External Relations of the EU with Russia

Plamen Dimitrov
Member of the Board, Bulgarian Geopolitical Society, Sofia



	14:45 – 15:00
	Discussion


	15:45
18:00

20:00


	Excursion to Varna 

Wine testing in a famous wine-cellar  

Dinner – folklore program


	Friday, June 13, 2008 


	Morning Session:



	Morning Speech:


	09:00 – 09:30
	Morning Speech: 

Chair: Dr. Ivanka Petkova
Chairperson, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia

The Thracians – Our Common Historical Heritage  
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sc. Valeria Fol
Institute of Thracology "Prof. Alexander Fol", Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia


	09:30 – 09:50
	Discussion


	09:50 – 10:00
	Short break



	
	PANEL: The Future of the EU
Chair: Dr. Ivanka Petkova
Chairperson, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia



	10:00 – 10:30
	Honorary Speech:

The Lisbon Strategy and the Future of the EU

H.E. Philippe Beke
Ambassador of Belgium to Bulgaria, Sofia


	10:30 – 11:00
	The Principle of Democracy in the Context of the EU’s Constitutionalisation

Dr. Friedhelm Frischenschlager
President, Union of European Federalists Austria, Vienna


	11:00 – 11:30
	Coffee break



	11:30 – 12:00
	The Future of the Enlarged European Union 
H.E. Manfred Scheich

Former Ambassador of Austria to the EC, Vienna



	12:00 – 12:15
	Discussion


	12:15 – 13:15
	Lunch



	
	Free time



	19:30 – 20:30


	Final Discussion/ Official Closing of the Summer Seminar 2008

Prof. András Inotai

Director General, Institute for World Economics, Budapest; President, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia

Zinaida Zlatanova

Head of EC Representation in Bulgaria, Sofia



	20:30
	Farewell Dinner



	Saturday, June 14, 2008 
Departure of participants
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